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LISBON AGREEMENT 

FOR THE PROTECTION 

OF APPELLATIONS OF ORIGIN 

AND THEIR INTERNATIONAL 

REGISTRATION 

OF OCTOBER 31, 1958 

Article 1 

The countries to which this Agreement applies f orm a 
Special Union within the framework of the Union for the 
Protection of Industrial Property. 

They undertake to protect on their territories, in 
accordance with the terms of this Agreement, the appel .. 
lations of origin of products of the other countries of the 
Special Union, recognized and protected as such in the 
country of origin and registered at the Bureau of :the 
Union for the Protection of Industrial Property. 

Article 2 

(1) In this Agreement" appellation of origin n means
the geographical name of a country, region or locality 
which serves to designate a product originating therein, 
the quality and characteristics of which are due exclusively 
or essentially to the geographical environment, including 
natural and human factors. 

(2) The country of origin is the country whose name,.
or the country in which is situated the region or locality 
whose name, constitutes the appellation of origin which 
bas given the product its reputation. 
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(2) A single f ee shall be paid for the registration of each
appellation of origin. 

The amount of the fee to be collected shall be fi.xed 
unanimously by the Council established under Article 9, 
below. 

The receipts from the fees collected by the International 
Bureau shall be used to meet the expenses of the inter­
national registration service of appellations of origin, 
subject to the application, to the countries of the Special 
Union, of Article 13(8) of the Paris Convention. 

Article 8 

The legal action required for ensuring the protection of 
appellations of origin may be taken in each of the coun• 
tries of the Special Union under the provisions of the 
national legislation: 

L at the instance of the competent Administration or at 

the request of the public prosecutor; 

2. by any interested party, whether an individual person
or a legal entity, whether public or private.

Article 9 

(1) A Council composed of representatives of all the
countries members of the Special Union shall be estab­
lished, at the International Bureau, for the implementa­
tion of this Agreement. 

(2) This Council shall draw up its own statutes and
rules of procedure and coordinate them with the organs 
of the Union for the Protection of Industrial Property and 
with those of international organizations which have 
concluded agreements for cooperation with the Inter­
national Bureau. 

Article 10 

(I) The details for carrying out this Agreement are
:fixed in the Regulations which shall be signed at the 
same time as the Agreement. 
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Cuba 

ME.l\IBER STATES 

OF THE LISBON UNION 

(APPELLATIONS OF ORIGIN) 

(October 1. 1966) 

Czechoslovakia 

France 

Haiti 

Israel 

Mexico 

Portugal 


