


l\Iadrid Agreement Concerning 

tl1e International Registration of �larks 
of April 14, 1891, 

as revised 
at BRUSSELS on December 14, 1900, at WASHINGTON on June 2, 1911, 
at THE HAGUE on Novemher 6, 1925, at LONDON on June 2, 1934, 

at NICE on June 15, 1957, 

and at STOCKIIOLJ\! on July 1-1, 1967 t) 

Article 1 

[Establishment of a Special Union. Filing of Mark.a at International 
Bureau. Defiuition of Country of Origin] 2) 

(1) The countries to which this Agreetnent applies consti­
tute a Special Union for die international registration of 
rnarks. 

(2) Nationals of any of the contracting countries may, in all

the other countries party to this Agreen1ent, secure protection 
for their marks applicable to goods or services, registered in 
the country of origin, hy liling the said marks at the Inter­

national Bureau of lntellectual Property (hereinafter desig­
nated as "the International Bureau") referred to in the Con­
vention estahlishing the World lntcllectual Property Organiza­
tion (hereinafter designated as " the Orga;.ization "), through 
the inter1nediary of the Office of the said country of origin. 

• 1) This i1 a provisional English translation preparcd by BIRPI.
�) Articles have been giveu titles to facilitate their identification.

There are no title1 in the 1igned, French text. 
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(3) Shall he considered the country of orig1n the country
of the Special Union where the applicant bas a real and eff ec­
tive industrial or commercial estaLlishment; if he has no such 
establishment in a country of the Special Union, the country 
of the Special Union where he has his dornicile; i( he has no 
domicile within the Special Union but is a national of a coun­
try of the Special Union., the country of which he is a national. 

Article 2 
[Reference to Article 3 of Paris Convention (Same Treatment for Certain 

Categories of Persons as for Nationals of Countries of the Union)] 

Nationals of countries not having acceded to this Agree­
ment who., within the territory of the Special Union consti­
tuted by the said Agreeruent, satisfy the conditions specifie<l 
in Article 3 of the Paris Convention for the Protection of 
Industrial Property shall be treated in the saine manner as 
nationals of the contracting countries. 

Article 3 

(Contents of Application for International Registration] 

(I) Every application for international registration inust
be presented on the form prescrihed hy the Regulations; the 
Office of the country of origin of the rnark shall certif y that 
the particulars appearing in such application correspond to 
the particulars in the national register, and shall 111entiou the 
dates and numbers of the filing and registration of the n1ark 
in the country of origin and also the date of the application 
for international registration. 

(2) The applicant must indicate the goods or services in
respect of which proiection of the 1nark h, clainied and also, 

. if possible., the corresponding class or classes accor<ling to the 
classification estahlished hy the Nice Agreement concerning 
the International Classification of Goods antl Services for the 
Purposes of the Registration of l\farks. If the applicant <loes 
not give such indication, the International Bureau shall classify 
the goods or services in the appropria te classes of the said 
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classification. The indication of classes given hy the applicant 
shall be subject to control by the International Bureau!t which 
shall exercise the said contl'ol in association with the national 
Office. In the event of disagreement hetween the national 
Office and the International Bureau, the opinion of the latter 
shall prevail. 

(3) If the applicant c]aims color as a distinctive feature of
his mark, he shall be required: 

l. to state the fact, and to file ,-vith his application a notice
specifying the color or the con1hination of colors claimed;

2. to append to his application copies in color of the said
mark, which shall be attached to. the notification given
by the International Bureau. The numher of such copies
shall be fixed by the Regulations.

(4) The International Bureau shall register immediately
the marks filed in accordance with Article 1. Tbe registration 
shall hear the date of the application for international regis­
tra lion in the country of origin, provided that the application 
has heen received hy the International Bureau within a period 
of two months from that date. If the 11pplication has not been 
received within that period, the International Bureau shall re­
cord it as al the date on which it received the said application. 
The International Bureau shall notify such registration without 
delay to the Offices concerned. Registered marks shall be pub­
lished in a periodical journal issued by the International Bu­
reau, on the hasis of the particulars contained in the applica­
tion for registration. ln the case of marks comprising a figura­
tive elen1ent or a special f orm of writiug, the Regulations shall 
determine whether a printing hlock must he supplied hy the 
applicant. 

(5) With a view to the publicity to be given in the contract­
ing countries to registered marks, each Office shall receive 
from the International Bureau a number of copies of the said 
publication f ree of charge and a numhet· of copies at a re­
duced price" in proportion to the numher of units mentioned 
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Article 4 
[Effects of International Registration] 

(1) From the date of the registration so effected at the
International Bureau in accordance with the provisions of 
Articles 3 and 3ter, the p�otection of the mark in each of the 
contracting countries concerned shall be the same as if the 
mark had been filed therein direct. The indication of classes of 
goods or services provided for in Article 3 shall not bind the 
contracting countries with regard to the determination of the 
scope of the protection of the mark. 

(2) Every mark which has heen the suhject of an inter­
national registration shall enjoy the right of priority provided 
for by Article 4 of the Pari� Convention for the Protection of 
lndustrial Property, without requiring compliance with the 
formalities prescribed in Section D of that Article. 

Article 4hii

[Substitution of International Registration for Eadier National 

RegistrationsJ 

(I) \lrhen a mark already filed in one or more of the con­
tracting countries is later registered by the International Bu­
reau in the name of the saine proprietor or his successor in 
title, the international registration shall be deemed to have 
replaced the earlier national registrations, without prejudice 
to any rights acquired by reason of such earlier registrations. 

(2) The national Office shall, upon request, be required
to take note in its registers of the international registration. 

Article 5 
[Refusai Ly National Offices] 

(1) In countries where the legislation so authorizes, Offices
notified by the International Bureau of the registration of a 
mark or of a request for extension of protection made in 
accordance with Article 3,er shall have the right to declare 
that protection cannot be granted to such mark in their terri-
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tory. Any such refusai can be hased only on the grounds which 
would apply, under the Paris Convention for the Protection 
of lndustrial Property, in the case of a n1ark filed for national 

registration. IIowever, protection may not be ref used, even 
partially, by reason only that national legislation would not 
permit registration except in a limited nuruher of classes or 
for a limited number of goods or services. 

(2) Offices wishing to exercise such right must give notice
of their refusai to the International Bureau, together with a 
statement of all grounds, within the period prescribed hy their 
domestic law and, at the la test, hef ore the expiration of one 
year f rom the date of the international registration of the 
mark or of the request for extension of protection made in 
accordance with Article 3 ter. 

(3) The International Bureau shall, without <lelay, transmit
to the Office of the country of origin and to the proprietor of 
the mark, or to his agent if an agent has been mentioned to 
the Bureau hy the said Office, one of the copies of the declara­
tion of refusai so notified. The interested party shall have the 
sanie rernedies as if the rnark had Leen f iled by him direct in 
the country where protection is ref used. 

(4) · The grounds for refusing a mark shall be co1nmuni­

cated by the International Bureau to any interested party who 
may so request. 

(5) Offices which, within the aforesaid maximum period
of one year, have not communicated to the International Bu­
reau any provisional or final decision of refusai with regard 
to the registration of a mark or a request for extension of pro­
tection shall lose the bene fit of the right provided for in para­
graph (1) of this Article with respect to the mark in question. 

(6) Invalidation of an international mark may not be pro­
nounced hy the cornpetent authorities without the proprietor 
of the mark having, in good time, heen aff orded the opportun­
ity of def en ding his rights. Invalidation shall be notified to 
the International Bureau. 
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Article 5bi,

[Documentary Evidence of Legitimacy of Use of Certain Elements 

of Mark] 

Documentary evidence of the legitin1acy of the use of cer­
tain elements incorporated in a mark, such as armorial bear­
ings, escutcheons, portraits, honorary distinctions, tilles, trade 
nan1es, names of persons other than the name of the applicant, 
or other like inscriptions, which might be required by the 
Offices of the contracting countries shall be exempt from any 
legalization or certification other than that of the Office of 

the country of origin. 

Article 5teT 

[Co11iee o( Entries in International Register. Searehes for Anticipation. 

Extracts from International Register] 

(1) The International Bureau shall issue to any person
applying therefor, suhject to a f ee fixed hy the Regulations, 
a copy oE the entries in the Register relating to a specific n1ark. 

(2) The International Bureau may also, upon payment,
undertake searches for anticipation among international 
marks. 

(3) Ex tracts f ro1n the International Re gis ter requested
with a view to their production in one or the contracting coun­
tries shall be exempt fron1 all legalization. 

Article 6

[Period of Validity of International Registration. lndependence of Inter- · 

national Registration. Termination of Protection in Country of Origin] 

( 1) Registration of a mark at the International_ Bureau is
eff ected for twenty years, with the possibility of renewal un der 
the conditions specified in Article 7. 

(2) Upon expiration of a period of five years from the
date of the international registration, such registration shall 
become independent of the national mark ·registered earlier 
in the country of origin, suhject to the following provisions. 
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(3) The protection resulting from. the international regis­
tration, whether or n?t it has been the subject of a transfer� 
may no longer be invoked, in whole or in part, if, within Cive 
years from · the date of the international registration, the 
national mark, registered earlier in the country of origin in 
accordance with Article 1, no longer enjoys, in whole or in 
part, legal protection in that country. This provision shall also 
apply when legal protection has later ceased as the result of 
an action hegun bef ore the expiration of the period of five 
years. 

( 4) In the case of voluntary or ex officio cancellation, the
Office of the country of origin shall request the cancellation 
of the mark at the International Bureau, and the latter shall 
effect the cancellation. ln the case of judicial action, the said · 
Office shall send to the International Bureau, ex officio or a t 
the request of the plaintif f, a copy of the complaint or any 
other documentary evidence that an action has hegun, and 
also of the final decision of the court; the Bureau shall enter 
notice thereof in the International Register. 

Article 7 
[Renewal of International Règistration) 

(1) Any registration · may be renewed for a period of
twenty years from the expiration of the preceding period, by 
payment. only of the basic fee and, where necessary, of the 
supplementary and complementarr fees provided for in Ar­
ticle 8(2). 

(2) Renewal may not include any change in relation to
the previous registration in its latest form. 

(3) The first renewal effected uncler the provisions of the
Nice Act of June 15, 1957, or of this Act, shall include an 
indication of the classes of the International Classification to 
which the registration relates. 

( 4) Six months before the expiration of the term of pro­
tection, the International Bureau shall, hy sending an unoffi-
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cial notice, remind the proprietor of the mark and his ·agent 
of the exact date of expiration. 

(5) Suhject to the payn1ent of a surcharge fixed by the
Regulations, a period of grace of six n1onths shall be granted 
for renewal of the international registration. 

Article 8 

[National Fee. lnternalional Fee. Division of Excess Receipts, 

Supplementary Fees� and Complementary Fees] 

(1) The Office of the country of origin may fix, at its
own discretion, and collect, for its own benefit, a national fee 
which it may require f rom the proprietor of the mark in re­
spect of which international registration or renewal is applied 
for. 

(2) Registration of a mark at the International Bureau
shall be suhject to the advance payment of an international 
fee which shall include: 
(a) a basic fee;
(b) a supplementary fee for each class of the International

Classification, heyond three, into which the goods or serv­
ices to which the mark is applied will f ail;

( c) a complementary fee for any request for extension of pro­
tection under Article 3 ter.

(3) llowever, the supplementary fee specified in para­
graph (2)(bJ may, without prejudice to the date of registra­
tion, he paid within a period fixed hy the Regulations if the 
numher of classes of goods or services has been fixed or dis­
pu ted by the International Bureau. If, upon expiration of the 
said period, the supplementary fee bas not been paid or the 
list of goods or services has not been reduced to the required 
extent by the applicant, the application forïnternational regis­
tration shall be deemed to have been ahandoned. 

(4) The annual returns from the varions receipts from
international registration, with the exception of thos� provided 
for under (b) and ( c) of paragraph (2), shall be divided equally 
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. 
. 

· other than the country of the person in whose name the inter-
national registration stands, the transf er shall he notified to
the International Bureau by the Office of the latter country.
The International Bureau shall record the transfer, shall no tif y
the other Of fi ces thereof, and shall puhlish it in its journal.
If the transfer has been effected bef ore the expiration of a
period of five years from the international registration, the
International Bureau shall seek the consent of the Office of
the country of the new proprietor, and shall publish, if pos­
sible, the date and registration number of the mark in the
country of the new proprietor.

- (2) No transfer of a mark registered in the International
Re gis ter for the bene fit of a person who is not entitled to file 

an international mark shall be recorded. 
. 

. -�

(3) When it has not heen possible to record a transf er in
the International Register, either hecause the country of the 
new proprietor has refused its consent or hecause the said 
transfer has been ma<le for the bene fit of a person who is not 
entitled to apply for international registration, the Office of 
the country of the former proprietor shall have the righ t to 
demand that the International Bureau cancel the mark in its 
Register. 

Article 9ter

[Assignment. of International l\fark for Part Only of Registered Goods or 
Services or for Certain Contracting Countries. Reference to Article 6quater 

of Paris Convention (Assignment of Mark)]

(1) If the assignment of an international mark for part
only of the registered goods or services is notified to the Inter­
national Bureau� the Bureau shall record it in its Register. 
Each of the contracting countries shall have the right to refuse 
to recognize the validity of such assignment if the goods or 
services included in the part so assigned are similar to those 
in respect of which the mark remains registered for the bene­
fit of the assignor. 
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_ (2) The International Bureau shall likewise rec.ord the 
assignment of an international mark in respect of one or 
several of the contracting countries only. 

(3) If, in the above cases, a change occurs in the country
o! the proprietor, the Office of the country to which the new 

· proprietor belongs shall, if the international mark has been
transferred hef ore the expiration of a period of five years
from the international registration, give its consent as required
by Article 9hi•.

( 4) The provisions of the f oregoing paragraphs shall apply
suhject to Article 6quater of the Paris Convention for the Pro­
tection of lndustrial Property .

• 4..rticle 9qu�•0r -

[Common Office for Several Contracting Countries. Request hy Several 

Contracting Countries to be Treated as a Single Country] 

(1) If several countries of the Special Union agree to
eff ect the unification of their do mes tic legislations on marks, 
they n1ay notify the Director General: 

( a) that a common Office shall be suhstituted for the national
Office of each of thern� and

(b) that the whole of their respective territories shall be
deemed to be a single country for the purposes of the
application of all or part of the provisions preceding this

Article.

(2) Such notification shall not take effect until six months
after the date of the communication thereof by the Director 
Gene rai to the other con tracting countries. 

_4rticle 10 

[Assembly of the Special Union} 

(I) (a) .The Special Union shall have an Assembly consist�
ing of those countries which have ratified or acceded to this 
Act. 
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(x) take any other appropriate action designed to further
the objectives of the Special Union;

(xi) perform such other fonctions as are appropriate under
this Agreement.

(2) {b) With respect to matters which are of interest also

to other Unions administered hy the Organization, the 
1

Assem­
bly shall make its decisions after having heard the advice of 
the Coordination Committee of the Organization. 

(3) {a) Each country memher of the Assemhly shall have
one vote. 

{b) One-half of the countries members of the Assembly 
shall constitute a quorµm. 

( c) Notwithstanding the provisions of suhparagraph (b),

if, iu any session, the number of countries represented is less 
than one-half but equal to or more.-than one-third of the coun­
tries members of the AssemLly, the Assemhly may make deci­
sions but, with the exception of decisîons concerning its own 
procedure, ail such decisions shall take effect only if the con­
ditions set forth l1ereinafter are fulfilJed. The International 
Bureau shall con1municate the said decisions to the countries 
members of the Assen1bly which were not represented and shall 
invite them to express in writiug their vote or abstention within 
a period of three months from the date of the cotnmunication. 
If, at the expiration of this period, the number of countries 
haviiig thus expressed their vote or abstention attains the num• 
ber of countries which was lackin.g for attaining the_ quorum
in the i;,.ession itself, such decisions shall take effect provided 
that at the same tirne the required majority still obtains. 

{ d) Subject to the provisions of Article 13(2), the decisions 
of the Assembly shalI require two-thirds of the votes cast. 

( e) Abstentions shall not be considered as votes.
(/) A delegate may represent, and vote in the name of,

one country only. 
( g) Countries of the Special Union not members of the

Assembly shall be admitted to the meetings of the latter as 
ohservers. 
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( 4) ( a) The Assembly shall meet once in every third calen­
dar year in ordinary session upon convocation hy the Director 
General and, in the absence of exceptional circumstances, dur­
ing the same period and a t the same place as the Gene rai 
Assembly of the Organization. . 

(b) The Assembly shall meet in extraordinary session upon
convocation hy the Director General, at the request of one­
fourth of the countries members of the Assemhly. 

( c) The agenda of each session shall hé prepared by the
Director General. 

(5) The Assembly shall adopt its own rules of procedure.

Article 11 
[International Bureau] 

(1) ( a} International registration and related duties, as
well as ail other administrative tasks concerning the Special 
Union, shall he performed by the International Bureau. 

(b) In particular, the lnte-rnational Bureau shall prepare
the meetings and provide the secretariat of the Assembly and 
of such committees of experts and working groups as n1ay 
have heen established hy the Assemhly. 

( c) The Director General shall be the cliief executive of
the Special Union and shall represent the Special Union. 

(2) The Director General and any staff men1her designated
hy him shall participate, without the right to vote, in all nieet� 
ings of the Assembly and of s1:1ch committees of experts or 
working groups as may have heen estahlished hy the Assembly. 
The Director General, or a staff me1nher designated hy him� 
shall be ex officio secretary of those bodies. 

(3) ( a) The International Bureau shall, in accordance with
the directions of the Assemhly, make the preparations for the 
conferences of revision of the provisions of the Agreen1ent 
other than Articles 10 to 13. 

(b) The International Bureau may consult with inter­
governmental and international non-governmental organiza­
tions concerning preparations for conferences of revision. 
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( c) The Director General and persons designated by him
shall take part, without the right to vote, in the discussions at 
th ose conf erences. 

(4) The International Bureau shall carry out any other, .
tasks assigned to it.

Article 12 

[Finances] 

(I) ( a} The Special Union shall have a budget .

{b) The budget of the Special Union shall include the in-
corne and expenses proper to the Special Union, its contribu­
tion to the budget of expenses common to the Unions, and, 
where applicable, the sum made availahle to the budget of the 
Conference of the Organization. 

( c) Ex penses not attributahle exclusively to the Special
Union but also to one or more other Unions administered by 
the Organization shall be considered a·s expenses common to 
the Unions. Tbe share · of the Special Union in such common 
expenses shall he in proportion to the interest the Special 
Union has in them. 

(2) The budget of the Special Union shall be estaLlished
with due regard to die requirements of coordination with the 
budgets of the other Unions administered by the Organization. 

(3) The budget of the Special Union shall be financed
from the following sources: 

(i) international registration fees and other fees and charges
due for other services rendered hy the International Bu­
reau in relation to the Special Union;

(ii) sale of, or royalties on, the puhlications of the Inter­
national Bureau concerning the Special Union;

(iii) gifts, hequests, and suh:ventions;
(iv) rents, interests, and other miscellaneous income.

( 4) ( a) The amounts of the f ees ref erred to in Article 8(2)
and other fees relating to international registration shall be 
fixed hy the Assemhly on the proposai of the Director General. 
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the accession of the new country, a rcquest, with the necessary 
particulars., to take advantage of the exception provided for 
in suhparagraph (d). 

(/) The International Bureau shall not make the collective 
notification to such countries as declare, in acce<ling to 
this Act, that they are availing themselves of the right pro­
vided for in Article 3hi•. The said countries may also declare 
at the same time that the application of this Act shall he 
limited to marks registered f rom the day on which their 
accessions enter into force; how�ver, such limitation shall not 
affect international marks which have already heen the suhject 
of an earlier identical national registration in those countries, 
and which could give rise to requests for extension of protec­
tion made and notified in accordance with Articles 3,er and 
8(2)(c). 

{ g) Registrations of marks which have been the subject of 
one of the notifications provided for in this paragraph shall 
he regarded as replacing registratio11� eff ectcd <lire et in the 
new contracting country before the date of entry into force 
of its accession. 

(3) Instruments of ratification and accession shall Le de­

posited with the Director General. 

( 4) ( a) With respect to the first five countries which have

deposited their instruments of ratification or accessiony this 
Act shall enter into force three months after the deposit of 
the fifth such instrument. 

(b) With respect to any other country, this Act shall enter
into force three months after the date on which its ratification 

or accession has heen notified hy the Director General, unless 

a subsequent date has heen indicated in the instrument of 
ratification or accession. ln the latter case, this Act shall enter 
into force with respect to that country on the date. thus indi­
ca ted. 
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. (5) Ratification or accession shall �utomatically entail 
acceptance of all the clauses and admission to all the ad­
vantages of this Act. 

(6) After the entry into force of this Act, a country may
accede to the Nice Act of June 15, 1957, only in conjunction 
with ratification of, or accession to, this Act. Accession to 

Acts earlier than the Nice Act shall not be permitted
., 

not even 
in conjonction with ratification of, or accession to., 

this Act. 

(7) The provisions of Article 24 of the Paris Convention
for the Protection of Indus trial Property shall apply to this 
Agreement. 

Article 15 

[Denunciation] 

(1) This Agreement shall rema1n 1n force without limita­
tion as to time. 

(2) Any country may denounce this Act by notification
a<ldressed to the Director General. Such <lenunciation shall 
constitute also denunciation of all earlier Acts and shall affect 
only the country making it, the Agreement remaining in full 
force and effect as regards the other countries of the Special 
l.Jnion. 

(3) Denunciation shall take effect one year after the day
on which the Director General has received tbe notification. 

(4) The right of denunciation provi<led for hy this Article
shall not he exercised hy any country hefore the expiration of 
five years from the date upo11 which it becomes a member of 
the Special Union. 

(5) International marks registered up to the date on which
denunciation hecomes effective., and not ref used within the 
period of one year provi<lecl for in Article 5., shall continue, 
. throughout the period of international protection, to. enjoy 
the same protecti?n as if they had been filed direct 1n the 
denouncing country. 
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Article 16 

[Application of Earlier Acts) 

(1) (a) This Act shall, · as regards the relations hetween .
the countries of the Special Union hy which it has heen ratified 
or acceded to, replace, as f rom the day on which it enters ii:ato 
force with respect to them, the l\Iadrid Agreement of 1891, in 
its texts earlier than this Act. 

(b} However, any country of the Special Union .which has 
ratified or acceded to this Act shall remain hound hy the 
earlier texts which it has not previously denounced by virtue 
of Article 12(4) of the Nice Act of June 15, 1957, as regards 
its relations with countries which have not ratified or acceded 
to this Act. 

(2) Countries outside the Special Union which hecome
party to this Act shall apply it to international registrations 
effected at the International Bureau through the intermediary 
of the national Office of any country of the Special Union not 
party to this Act, provi<led that such registrations satisfy, with 
respect to the said countries, the requiren1ents of this Act. 
With regard to international\ registrations effected at the 
International Bureau through the interme<liary of the na­
tional Offices of the said countries outside the Special Union 
which bec orne party to this Act, such coun tries recognize tha t 
the aforesaid country of the Special Union rnay <lemand com­
pliance with the requirements of the most recent Act to which·
it is party. 

Article 17 
[Signature. Languages. Depositary Functions] 

(I) {a) This Act shall be signed in a single
. 
copy in the

French language. and shall be deposited with the Government 
of Sweden. 

(b) Official texts shall. be estahlished by the · Director
General, after consultation with the interested Governments, 
in such other languages as the Assemhly may designate.· 
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(2) This Act shall remain open for signature at Stockholm
until J anuary 13, 1968. 

(3) The Director General shall trans1nit two copies, certi­
fied by the Government of Sweden, of the signed tex t of this 
Act to the Governments of all countries of the Special Union 
and, on request, to the Government of any other country. 

(4) The Director General shall register this Act with the
Secretariat of the United Nations. 

(5) The Director General shall no tif y the Governments of
ail countries of the Special Union of signatures, deposits of 
instruments of ratification or accession and any <leclarations 
included in such instruments, entry into force of any provi­
sions of this Act, notifications of denunciation, and notifica­
tions pursuant to Articles 3hi•, 9quater, 13, 14(7), and 15(2). 

Article 18 

[Transitional Provisions] 

(1) Until the first Director General assumes office, refer­
euces in this Act to the International Bureau of the Organiza­
tion or to the Director General shall Le construed as ref er• 
ences to the Bureau of the Union estahlished hy the Paris 
Convention for the Protection of Industrial Property or its 
Director, respectively. 

(2) Countries of the Special Union not having ratified or
acceded to this Act may, until five years after the entry into 
force of the Convention establishing the Organization, exer• 
cise, if they so desire, the rights provided for under Articles 
10 to 13 of this Act as if they were bound by those Articles. 
Any country desiring to exercise such rights shall give written 
notification to that effect to the Director General; such notifi­
cation shall be effective from the date of its receipt. Such 
countries shall be deemed to be members of the Assembly until 
the expiration of the said period. 
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