




Berne Convention 
for the Protection of Literary 

and Artis tic W orks 
of Septemher 9, 1886, 

completed at PARIS on May 4, 1896, revised at BERLIN on Novemher 13, 
1908, com1•leted at BERNE on l\Iarch 20, 191·1, revised at ROME on 

June 2, 1928, revised at BRUSSELS on June 26, 19-18, 

and revised at STOCKIIOL1\f on July 14, 1967 

The coun tries of tl1e Union, Leing equally anin1ated hy-the 
desire to protect, in as effective and unif orin a manner as 
possible, the rights of authors in their Jiterary and artistic 
works, 

Have resolved to revise and to cornplete the Act signed at 
Berne on Septemher 9, 1886, completed at Paris on l\fay 4, 
1896, revised at Berlin on November 13, 1908, cornpleted at 
Berne on l\larch 20, 1914, revised al Rome on June 2, 1928, 
and revised at Ilrussels on June 26, 1948. 

Consequently, the unùersigned Plenipotentiaries, having 
presented tl1eir full powers, recognized as in good and due 
f orm, have agreed as follows: 

Article l 

The countries to which this Convention applies constitute 
a Union for the protection of the rights of authors in their 

. literary and artistic works. 
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Article 2 

(1) The expression � literary and artistic works" shall
include every production in the literary, scientific and artistic 
don1ain, whatever may be the mode or f orm oE its expression.,

such as books
., 

pamphlets and other writings; lectures, addresses, 
sermons and other works of the sanie nature; dramatic or 
dramatico-musical works; choreographic works and entertain­
n1ents in dumb show; musical compositions with or without 
words; cinematographic works to wbich are assimilated works 
expressed by a process analogons to cinematography; works of 
drawing., painting, architecture, sculpture, engraving and litho­
graphy; photographie works to which are_ assimilated works 
expressed hy a process analogons tti photography; works of 
applied art; illustrations, n1aps, plans, sketches and three­
din1ensional works relative to geography, topography, arcl1i­
tecture or science. 

(2) It t-hall, bowever, Le a nrntter for legislation in the
countries of the Union to prescribe that works in general or 
any specified categories of works shall not Le protected unless 
they have Leen fixed in so1ne rnaterial f orrn. 

(3) Translations, adaptations, arrangen1ents of music and
other alterations of a literary or artistic work shall he pro­
tected as original works without prejudice to the copyright in 
the original work. 

(4) It shall be a malter for IPgislation in the countries of
the Un.ion to determine the protection to be granted to official 
texts of a legislative, adn1inistrative and legal nature, and to 
official translations of such texts. 

(5) Collections of )iterary or artistic works such as encyclo­
paedias and anthologies which, by reason of the selection and 
arrangement of their contents, constitute intellectual creations 
shall be protected as such, without prejudice to the copyright 
in each of the works f orming part of sneh collections. 
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Article 3 

(1) The protection of this Convention shall apply to:

( a) authors who are nationals of one of the countries of the
Union, for their works, whether puLlished or not;

(b) authors who are not nationals of one of the countries of
the Union, for their works first pnblished in one of those

· countries, or sin1ultaneously in a country outside the
Union and in a country of the Union.

(2) Authors who are not nationals of one of the countries
of the Union but who have their habituai residence in one of 
them shall, for the purposes of this Convention, be assimilated 
to nationals of that country. 

-

(3) The expression "published works '' means works pub-
lished with the consent of their ·authors, wl1atever may be the 
n1eans of n1anuf acture of the copies, provided that the avail­
ahility of such copies lias been such as to satisfy the reasonahle 
requirernents of the public, having regard to the nature of the 
work. The perf orrnance of a dran1atic, dran1atico-nu1sical, cine• 
niatographic or 1nusical work, the public recitation of a literary 
work, the co1nn1unication by wire or the broadcasting of liter� 
ary or artistic works, the exhibition of a work of art and the 
construction of a work of architecture shall not constitute 
puhlication. 

(4) A work shall be considered as having heen published
sin1ultaneously in several countries if it has been published in 
two or more countries within thirty days of its first publication. 

Article 4

The protection of this Convention shall apply, even if the 
contlitions of Article 3 are not f ulfilled, to: 
( a) authors of cinematographic works the 1naker of which

has his headquarters or habituai residence in one of the
countries of the Union;

(b) authors oC works of architecture erected in a country of
the Union or of other artistic works incorporated in a
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building or other structure located in a country of the 
Union. 

Article 5 

(1) Authors shall enjoy, in respect of works for which they
are protected under this Convention, in countries of the Union 
other than the country of origin, the rights which their respec­
tive laws do now or may hereafter grant to their nationals, as 
well as the rights specially granted by this Convention. 

(2) The' enjoyment and the exercise of these rights shall
not be subject to any forniality; such enjoyment and such exer­
cise shall be independent of the existence of protection in the 
country of origin of the work. Consequently, a part f ron1 the 
provisions of this Convention, the extent of protection, as well 
as the rneans of redress afforded to the author to protect his 
rights, shall he governed exclusively by the laws of the country 
where protection is claimed. 

(3) Protection in the country of origin is governed by
domestic law. llowever, when the author is not a national of 
the country of origin of the work for which he is protected 
under this Convention, he shall enjoy in tl1at country the sanie 
righ ts as national authors. 

(4) The country of origin shall Le consi<lered to Le:

( a} in the case of works first published in a country of the 
Union, that country; in the case of works puhlished sirnul­
taneously in several countl"Ïes of the Union which grant 
difCerent terms of protection, the country whose legisla­
tion grants the shortest term of protection; 

(b) in the case of works published simultaneously in a country
outside the Union and in a country of the Union, the latter
country;

( c) in the case of unpublished works or of works first pub­
lished in a country outside the Union, without simuha­
neous publication in a country of the Union, tl1e country
of the Union of which the author is a national, provided
that:
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Article 7hï.s

The provisions of the preceding Article shall also apply in 
the case of a work of joint authorship, provided that the terms 

measured from the death of the author shall be calculated 
from the death of the last surviving author. 

Article 8 

Authors of literary and artistic works protected hy . this 
Convention shall enjoy the exclusive right of making and of 

authorizing the translation of their works throughout the term 
of protection of their rights in the original works. 

Article 9 

(1) Authors of literary and artistic works protected hy this
Convention shall have the exclusive right of authorizing the 
reproduction of these works, in any manner or f orm. 

(2) I� shall be a malter for legislation in the countries of
the Union to pern1it the reproduction of such works in certain 

special cases, provided that such reproduction does not conflict 
with a normal exploitation of the work and does not unreason­
ahly prejuclice the legitirnate interests of the author. 

(3) Any sound or visnal recording shall be considered as
a reproduction for the purposes of this Convention. 

Article 10 

(1) It shall he permissible to n1ake quotations from a work
which has already heen lawf ully made availahle to the public, 
provided that their ma king is compatible with fair practice, 
and their extent does not exceed that jnstified hy the purpose, 

inclnding quotations fro1n newspaper articles and periodicals 
in the f orm of press summaries. 

(2) It shall he a malter for legislation in the countries of
the Union, and for special agreements existing or to be con� 
cluded hetween them, to permit the utilization, to the extent 
justified by the purpose, of literary or artistic works hy way 

10 







(i) the public recitation of their works, including such pub­

lic recitation by any means or process;

(ii) any comn1unication to the public of the recitation of

their works.

(2) Authors of literary works shall enjoy, du ring the full
term of their righ ts in the original works, the same rights with 
respect to translations thereof. 

Article 12 

Authors of literary or artistic works ehall enjoy the ex­
clusive right of authorizing adaptations, arrangements and 

other alterations of their works. 

Article 13 

(l) Each country of the Union 1nay impose for itself reser­
vations and conditions on the exclusive right granted to the 
author of a rnusical work and to the author of any words, the 
recording of which together with the n1usical work has already 

been authorized by the latter, to authorize the sound recording 
of that musical work, together with such words, if any; but ail 
such reservations and conditions shall apply only in the coun­
tries which have imposed tbe1n and shaH not, in any circum­

stances, be prejudicial to the rights of these authors to obtain 

equitahle rernuneration which, in the absence of agreement, 

shall he fixed hy competent authority. 

(2) Recordings of musical works made in a country of the
Union in accordance with Article 13(3) of the Conventions 
signed at Rome on June 2, 1928, and at Brussels on June 26, 

1948, may be reproduced in that country without the pern1is­
sion of the author of the musical work until a date two years 
after that country hecomes bound hy this Act. 

(3) Recordings n1ade in accordance with paragraphs (1)

and (2) of this Article and imported without permission fron1 
the parties concerned into a country where they are treated 
as infringing record.ings shall be liahle to seizure. 
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existing or to be concluded between countries of the Union. 
In the absence of such provisions, the respective countries shall 
determine, each in so far as ît is concerned, the conditions of 

application of this principle. 

( 4) The preceding provisions shall also apply in the case
of new accessions to the Union and to cases in which protec­
tion is extended hy the application of Article 7 or by the 
ahandonment of reservations. 

Article 19 

The prov1s1ons of this Convention shall not preclude the 
making of a claim to the henefit of any greater protection 
which may be granted by legit-,lation in a country of the Union. 

Article 20 

The Govern1nents of the countries of the Union reserve the 
right to enter into special agreements among thernselves, in so 
far as such agreements grant to authors n1ore extensive rights 
than those granted by the Convention, or contain other pro­
visions not contrary to this Convention. The provisions of 
existing agreen1ents which satisfy these conditions shall remain 
applicable. 

Article 21 

(1) Special provisions regarding developing couutries are
included in a protocol entitled '' Protocol Regarding Develop­
ing Countries." 

(2) Suhject to the provisions of Article 28(l}(b J(i) and ( c),

the Protocol Regarding Developing Countries forn1s an integral 
part of the present Act. · 

Article 22 

(1) ( a) The Union shall have an Assen1hly consisting of
those countries of the Union which are hound by Articles 22 
to 26. 
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( g) Countries of the Union not men1bers of the Assen1bly

shall be admitted to its meetings as ohservers. 

(4) (a) The Assenihly shall meet once in every third calen­

dar year in ordinary session upon convocation by the Director 
General and, in the absence of exceptional circumstances, dur­
ing the san1e period and at the same place. as the General 
Assen1hly of the Organization. 

{b) The Assen1Lly shall meet in extraorclinary session upon 
convocation hy the D1rector General, at the request of the 
Executive Committee or at the request of one-fourth of the 
countries members of the Assembly. 

(5) The Assen1Lly shall adopt its own rules of proceclure.

Article 23 

(1) The Assen1hly t-hall have an Executive Com1nittee.

(2) ( a) The Executive Comrnittee shall consist of conntries
elected hy the Assen1hly f ro1n arnong countries 1nen1hers of 
the Assen1Lly. Furtherrnore, the country on whose territory 
the Organization has its headquarters �hall, subject to the pro­
vi�ions of Article 25(1)(b), have an ex o//icio seat on the 
Comrnittee. 

(b) The Governruent of each country men1ber of the Execn­
tive Committee shall be represent�d by one delegate, who may 
be assisted by alternate <lelegates, advisors, and experts. 

(c) The expenses of each delegation shall be borne by the
Government which has appointed it. 

(3) The nurnber of conntries memhers of the Executive
Com1nitt�e shall correspond to one-fourth of the nun1Ler of 
countries mernbers of the Assemhly. In estahJishing the num­
ber of seats to be filled, remainders after division hy four shaH 
be disregarded. 

(4) In electing the memhers of the Executive Committee.,

the Assembly shall have due regard to an equitahle geographi­
cal distribution and to the need for countries party to the 
Special Agreements which might be estahlished in relation 
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( c) The annual contribution of each country shall he au
amount in the same proportion to the total snm to be con� 
tributed to the annual Ludget of the Union hy all countries as

the numher of its units is to the total of the units of ail con• 
trihuting countries. 

(d) Contributions shall become due on the first of Januar)
of each year. 

{ e) A country which is in arrears in the payment of its 
contributions shall have no vote in any of the organs of the 
Union of which it is a 1nember if the amount of its arrears 
equals or exceeds the amount of the contributions due f rom 
it for the preceding two full years. IIowever, any organ of die 
Union may allow such a country to continue to exercise its 
vote in that organ if, and as long as, it is satisfied that the 
delay in payment is due to exceptional and unavoidahle cir­
cumstances. 

{/) If the budget is not adopted hefore the heginniug of a 
new financial period, it shall be at the same level as the LnJget 
of the previous year, in accordance with the financial regula­
tions. 

(5) Tlie amount of the Iees and charges due for services
rendered hy the International Bureau in relation to the Union 
shall Le estahlished, and ohall be reported to the AsseniLly and 
the Executive Committee, by the Director General. 

(6) (a) The Union shall have a working capital fund which
shall he constituted Ly a single payn1ent made by each country 
of the Union. If the f und becomes insufficient, an increase 
shall he decided by the Assembly. 

(b) The an1ount of the initial payrnent of each country to
the said fund or of its participation in the increase thereof 
shall he a proportion of the contribution of that country for 
the year in which the fund is estaL1isl1ed or the increase de­
cided. 

{ c} The proportion and the terms of payrnent shall be fixed
by the AssemLly on the proposai of the Director General and 
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( c) If a country of the Union has already separately ac­
cepted the Protocol Regarding Developing Countries in accord­
ance with Article 5 of such Protocol, its declaration under 
item (i) of the preceding subparagraph may relate only to 
Articles 1 to 20.

( d) Any country of the Union which, in accordance with
suhparagraphs (b) and ( c), has excluded f r�n1 the effects of 
its ratification or accession one of the two groups of pro­
visions ref erred to in th ose subparagraphs n1ay at any la ter 
tin1e declare that it extends the effects of its ratification or 
accession to that group of provisions. Such declaration shall be 

deposited with the Director General. 

(2) { a) Subject to the provisions of Article 5 of the Pro­
tocol Regarding Developing Countriès, Articles l to 21 and 

the fiiaid Protocol shall enter into force, with respect to the 
first five countrie-s of the Union which have deposited instru­
n1ents of ratification or accession without 1naking the <leclara­
tion pern1itted by paragraph ( l)(b J(i), three rnonths after the 
deposit of the fiJth such instrument of ratification or accession. 

(b) Article11 22 to 26 sliall enter into force, with respect to
the first seven countries of the Union which have deposited 
instrun1ents of ratifi<"ation or accession without 1naking the 
declaration permitted by paragraph (l)(bJ(ii), three months 
after the deposit of the seventh such instrtunent of ratification 
or accession. 

( c) Subject to the initial entry into force, pursuant to the
provisions of subparagraphs ( a) and (b ), of each of the two 
groups of provisions referred to in paragraph (l)(bJ(i) and (ii), 
and subject to the provisions of paragraph (I)(b), Articles 1 
to 26 and the Protocol Regarding Developing Countries shall, 
with respect to any country of the Union, other than those 
ref erred to in subparagraphs ( a) and (b ), which deposits an 
instruntent of ratification or accession or any country of the 
Union which deposits a declaration pursuant to paragraph 
( l)( d), enter into force three months after the date of notifi-
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and puhlish the translation, or that, after due dili­
gence on his part., he was unah�e to find the owner 
of the righ t. A licent-:e may also be granted on the 
same conditions if all previous editions of a trans­
lation in such language in that country are out of 
print; 

(iii) if the owner of the right of translation cannot be
found., then the applicant for a license shall send
copies of his application to the publisher whose
name appears on the work and, if the nationality of
the owner of the right of translation is known, to
the diplon1a tic or consular representative of the
country of which such owner is a national, or to tl1e
organization which may have been <lesignated by the
Government of that country. The license shall not
be granted hefore the expiration of a period of two
months from the date of the dispatch of the copies
of the application;

(iv) due provision shall be n1ade by domestic legislation
to assure to the owner of the right of translation a
just con1pensation, to assure payment and trans­
mittal of such compensation, subject to national
currency regulations, and to assure a correct trans­
lation of the work;

(v) th� original title a�d the name of the author of the
work shall he printed on all copies of the puhlished
translation. The license shall he valid only for pub­
lication of the translation in the territory of the
country of the Union where it has heen applied for.
Copies so published may be imported and sold in
another country of the Union if one of the national
or official or regional languages of such other coun­
try is the same language as that into which the work
has heen so translated, and if the domestic law in
snch other country makes provision for such licenses 
and does not prohihit such importation and sale. 





( c) apply the provisions of Article 9(1) of this Convention
subject to the f ollowing provisions:
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(i) if., after the expiration of a period of three years
f rom the date of the first publication of a literary or
artistic work, or of any longer period determined
hy national legislation of the developing country
concerned, such work has not heen puhlisl1ed in that
country in the original form in_which it was created,
by the owner of the righ t of reproduction or wi th
his authorization, any national of such country may
oh tain a non-exclusive license f rom the competent
authority to reproduce and publish such work for
educational or cultural purposes; provided that such
national, in accor<larice with the procedure of the
country concerned

., 
establishes either that he has

reqnested, and been denied, authorization by the
proprietor of the right to reproduce and puhlish such
work for educational or cultural purposes, or that,
after due diligence on hiB part, he was unahle to
find the owner of the right. A license may also be
granted on the same conditions if all previous edi­
tions of énch work in its said original f orm in that
country are out of print;

(ii) if the owner of the right of reproduction cannot be
f ound, then the applicant for a license shall send
copies of his application to the publisher whose
µaine appears on tl1e work and, if the nationality
of the owner of the righ t of reproduction is known,
to the diplomatie or consular representative of the
country of which such owner is a national, or to the
organization which may have heen designated by
the Government of that country. The license shall
·not he granted before the expiration of a period of
two months from the date of the dispatch of the
copies of the application;





a non-exclusive license to reproduce and publi8h the 
work may be ohtained from the competent authority 
in the same manner and suhject to the same con­
ditions as are provided with respect to the non• 
exclusive license referred to in subparagraphs (i) to 
(v) above, but subject to the provisions of suhpara­
graph ( vi) above;

{ d) suhstitute for paragraphs (1) and (2) of Article 1 l M. of 
this Convention the following provisions: 

(i) authors of literary and artistic works shall enjoy the

exclusive right of authorizing the hroadcasting of
their works and the communication to the public of
the· broadcast of the works if such communication
is made for profit-making purposes;

(ii) the national legislation of the countries of the Union
may regulate the conditions under which the right
mentioned in the preceding subparagraph shall be
exercised, but the eff ect of th ose conditions will be
strictly limited to the countries which have put
them in force. Such conditions sl1all not in any case
prejudice the moral rights of the author, nor the
right which belongs to the author to obtain an equi­
table remuneration which shall be fixed, failing
agree1nent, hy the competent anthority;

( e) reserve the right, exclusively for teaching, study and re­
search in ail fields of education, to restrict the protection
of' literary and artistic works, provided due provision shall
be made hy domestic legislation to assure to the author a
compensation which conforms to standards of payment
made to national authors; the payment and transmittal of
such con1pensation shall he subject to national currency
regulations. Copies of a work published pursuant to reser­
vations under this paragraph may be irnported and sold
in another country of the Union for purposes as aforesaid
if that countrv has invoked the said reservations and does

., 
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